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ROMAN s Kiv. 10. 

Me ſiall all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Cr. 
4.5 I OW awful. a ſolemnity is at hand? Vet 
a little while, and we all all ſtand before the 
Judgment feat of Chriſt. For as I live, ſaith the Lord, 
every knee all bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 
es to God. And in that day, Every one of us hal! 

give account of himſelf to God. 

2, Had all men a deep ſenſe of this, how eflec. 
tually would it ſecure the intereſts of ſociety ? For 
what more forcible motive can be conceived, to 
the practice of genuine morality ? To a ſteady pur. 
ſuit of ſolid virtue? An uniform walking in juſtice, 
" mercy, and truth? What could ſtrengthen our 
hands in all that 1s good, and deter us from all 
evil, like a ſtrong conviction of this, The Judge 
ftandeth ai the door and we are ſhortly to ſtand be- 
fore him ? 

3. It may therefore be of uſe to conſider, 

I. The chief circumſtances which will precede 
our ſtanding before the judgment feat of Chriſt. 

II. The judgment itſelf, and, 

III. A few of the circumſtances” which will 
follow wit. 

I. Let us, in the firft place conſider the chief 
circumitances which will precede our ſtanding be- 
fore the juagment ſeat of Chriſt. 

And 1ſt, * God will fiiew figns in the earth beneath: 
particularly he will arzſe to ſhake terribly the earth. 
Je earth ſhall reel to and fro like à drunkard, and 
ſhall be removed like a cottage, + There ſhall be 
rarihquakes nur rene; (NO! in divers only, but) in all 
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laces: not in one only, or a few, but in every 
part of the habitable world: even /uch as were not 
luce men were pon the earth, fo mighty earthquat”s 
end fo great. In one of thele, every and hall 
fre away, and the mountains will not be found. 
"Mean time all the waters of the terraqueous globe 
will feel the violence of thole concuſſions: r tz 
{a and waves roaring, with ſuch an agitation as had 


Il 


ft, never been known before, ſince the hour that ths 
Funtains of the great deep were broken up, to deſtroy 
et 2 the earth which then ed out' of the water and eu 
» the the water. The air will be all ſtorm and tempeſt, 
ord, full of dark T vapour and prilars of ſmoke ; re- 
COR founding with thunder from pole io pole, and torn 
hall with ten thouſand lightnings, But the commotion 
will not {top in the region of the air: || the powers of 
Tec. heaven allo faall be ſhaken. There ſhall be ſigus in the fun 
For and in the moon and in the lars; thole fixt, as well as 
, to thoſe that move round them, {he fun  fhall be 
put turned into darkneſs and the moon into blood, before 
ice, Wl th: great and terrible day of the Lord come. The 
our ar, all withdraw their flining, yea and fall 
all from heaven, being thrown out of their orbits, And 
(dre then ſhall be heard the univerſal out, * from all 
Ihe. the companies of heaven, followed by the voice of 
tle archanget, proclaiming the approach of the Son 
of God and man, and the trumpet of God, ſounding 
ede n alarm to all that fleep in the duſt of the earth, 
rilt, In conſequence of this, all che graves ſhall open, 
and the bodies of men ariſe. The fea tt alſo ſhall 
will give up the dead which are therein, and every one 
Ihall riſe with his own body + his own in ſubſtance, 
hief although ſo changed in its properties, as we can- 
be- ot now conceive. For t this corruptible will then 
put on incorrution, and this mortal put on immor- 
ath: tality, Yea, death and hades, the inviſible world, 
. tall deliver up the dead that are in them, So that 
and 
il of Rev. xvi. 20. + Luke xxi.25 J Joel ii. 31. { Luke 
„al! . 25:26. 5 Joch ii. gr, © Joel iii 13. “ Theſſ. iv. 16. 
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all whoever lived and died ſince God created man, 
ſhall be raiſed incorruptible and immortal, | 
2. At the ſame time the Son of man fhall ſn} 


forth his angels over all the earth, and * they ſhall 


gather his eleft from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. And the Lord himſelf ſhill 
come with clouds, in his own glory, and the glory of his 
Father, with ten thouſand of his ſaints, even myriadz 
of angels, and + all fit upon the throne of his gloyy, 
And before him fhall be gathered all nations, and je 
Jhail ſebarate them one from another, and ſhall ſet th 
Jheep, the good, on 'his right hand, and the goats 
the wicked, upon the left, Concerning this genen 
aſſembly it is that the beloved diſciple [peaks 
thus: 7 jaw t the dead, all that had been dead, 
ſmall and great ſtand before God, And the books 
were opened (a figurative expreſſion, plainly te. 
terring to the manner of proceeding among men 
and the dead were judged out of thoſe things which were 
written in the books according to their works, 

II. Theſe are the chief circumſtances which art 
recoided in the oracles of God, as preceding the 
general judgment. We are, ſecondly, to conlider 
the judgment itſelf, ſo far as it hath pleaſed God1o 
reveal it. 

1. The perſon by whom God will judge the worll 
is his only begotten Son, whoſe goings forth an 
from everlaſting, who is God over all, bl:fſed for ever, 
Unto him, being the || out-beaming of his Father's 
glory, the expreſs image of his perſon, the Father 
hath q committed all judgment, becauſe he is the Son 0f 
man : becauſe, though he was © in the form.of Odd 
and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, ytt 
he emptied himſelf, taking upon him the form of a 
fervant, being made in the likeneſs of men, Y ea, be- 
cauſe being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled 
himfelf yet farther, becoming obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs. Wherefore God hath hight 
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„lied kim, even in his human nature, and or- 
Yained him, as man, to try the children of men, to 
de the Judge both of the quick and dead ; both of 
thoſe who ſhall be found alive at his coming, 
nd of thoſe who were before gathered to ther 
fathers. 

* The time, termed by the prophet, the great 
ad the terrible day, is uſually in Scripture {tiled 
the day of the Lord, The ſpace from the cteation 
of man upon the earth to the end of all things, is 
the day of the ſons of men : the time that is now 
paſſing over us, is properly our day. When this 
s ended, the day of the Lord will begin, But who 
tan ſay, how long it will continue? * Ih the 
Lord one day is as @ thouſand years, and a thouſand 
arg as one day. And from this very expreſſion 
ſome of the ancient fathers drew that * — 
that, what. is commonly called the day of judgment, 
would be indeed a thouſand years. And it ſeems 
they did not go beyond the truth : nay, probably 
they did not come up to it, For if we conſider 
the number 1 who are to be judged, and 
of actions which are to be enquired into, it does 
not appear, that a thouſand years will ſuffice for 
the tranſactions of that day. So that it may not 
improbably comprize ſeveral thouſand years. But 
God ſhall reveal this alſo in its ſeaſon. 

3. With regard to the place where mankind 
will be judged, we have no explicit account in 
Scripture, An emment writer (but not he alone; 
many have been of the ſame opinion) ſuppoſes it 
will He on earth, where the works were done, ac- 
cording to which they ſhall be judged, and that 
God will in order thereto employ the angels of his 
ſtrength, | 


© To ſmooth and lengthen out the boundleſs ſpace, 
And ſpread an area for all human race,” | 
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429 But 


( 6.) 


But perhaps it is more agreeable to our Lord's oy, 
account, of his coming in the clouds, to ſuppole it 
will be above the earth, if not “twice a planetary 
height,” And this ſuppoſition is not a little fi. 
voured, by what St. Paul writes to the Theſſaly, 
mans. * The dead in Chriſt ſhall rife firſt, Thu 
we who remain alive, jhall be caught up together with 
them, in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, 

So that it ſeems moſt probable, the great whit, 
 Ehrone, will be high er. above the earth. 

4. The perſons to be judged, who can count, any 
more than the drops of rain, or the ſands of the 
ſea? I beheld, ſaith St. John, a great multitudt 
which no man could number, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands. How immenſe 
then mult be the total multitude of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues? Of all tha 
have ſprung from the loins of Adam, ſince the 
world began, till time ſhall be no more? If we 
admit the common ſuppoſition, which ſeems no 
ways abſurd, that the earth bears at any one time 
no leſs than four hundred millions of living ſouls, 
men, women and children: what a congregation 
muſt all thoſe generations make, who have ſucceeded 
each other for ſeven thouſand years ? 
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& Great Xerxes' world in arms, proud Canna's hol: 
They all are here: and here they all are loſt. 
Their numbers ſwell to be diſcerned in vain; 


Loſt as a drop in the unbounded main,” ways? V 
2 hum, but t/ 
Every man, every woman, every infant of days WF 6. Yea, 
that ever breathed the vital air, will then hear the We? darkneſs 
voice of the Son of God, and ſtart into life, and ap- the heart 
pear before him, And this ſeems to be the na Wh reins, 
tural import of that expreſſion, the dead, ſmall and Wings are 
great : all univerſally, all without exception, all whom we F. 
of every age, ſex, or degree; all that ever lived and Nin withou 


died, or underwent ſuch a change as will be equi- W the child 


* 1 Thefl, iv. 16, 17. 
valent 
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wn Lalent with death. For long before that day the 
le it phantom of human greatneſs diſappears and ſinks 
tary Whato nothing. Even in the moment of death, that 
fi. Waniſhes away. Who is rich or great in the grave? 
fal. 5. And every man ſhall there give an account of 
Dun iron works, yea, a full and true account, of all 
with mat he ever did while in the body, whether it was 
air, 00d or evil, O what a ſcene will then be diſ- 
vie cloſed, in the fight of angels and men! While not 

the fabled Rhadamanthus, by the Lord God Al- 
any {Wrnighty, who knoweth all things in heaven and 
the earth, 


rhite Caſtigatque auditque dolos: ſubigitque fateri 
ene Quæ quis apud ſuperos, furto lætatus inani, 
Diſtulit in — commiſſa piacula mortem. 


that 

the Nor will all the actions alone of every child of 
f we man, be then brought to open view, but all their 
s no words: ſeeing * every idle word which men fhall 


ſpeak, they ſhall give account thereof in the day of 
udgment, So that by thy words as well as works, 
thou ſhalt be juſtified : or by thy words thou ſhalt be 
condemned, Will not God then bring to light 
every circumſtance alſo, that accompanied every 
word or action, and if not altered the nature, yet 
leſſened or increaſed the goodneſs or badneſs of 
them? And how ealy is this to him, who is .about 
our bed, and about our path, and fpreth out all our 
ways? We know, the darkness 1s not darkneſs to 
um, but the night ſhineth as the day. 


days 6. Yea, he will bring to light not the hidden works 
ir the We? darkneſs only, but the very thoughts and intents 
d ap- ¶ the heart, And what marvel? For he fcarcheth 
e na- e reins, and underſtands all our thoughts, All 
Land Wings are naked and open to the eyes of him with 
n, all Nx, we have to do. Hell and deſtruction are before 


d and Nin without a copering. How muck more the hearts 
equi- F the children of men ? 


* Matt, xii. 36, 37: 
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7. And in that day ſhall be diſcovered every in. 


ward working of every human ſoul: every appetite 
paſſion, inclination, affection, with the vario 
combinations of them, with every temper and dil. 

ſition that conſtitute the whole complex cha. 
racter of each individual. So ſhall it be clearly ang 
infallibly ſeen, who was righteous, and who un. 
righteous; and in what degree every action, or 

erſon, or character, was either good or evil, 

8. Then the King will ſay to them on his right-hand, 
come ye blefſed of my Father, For I was hungry and 
ye gave me meat, thirſty and ye gave me drink, I wa; 
a ſtranger and ye took me in, naked and ye clothe 
me. In like manner, aM the good they did upon 
earth, will be recited before men and angels; 
whatſoever they had done either in word or dad, 
zn the name, or for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus. All 
their good deſires, intentions, thoughts, all their 
holy diſpoſitions, will alſo be then remembered; 
and it will appear, That though they were un- 
known or forgotten among men, yet God note 
them in his book. All their ſufferings likewiſe, for 
the name of Jeſus, and for the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, will be diſplayed unto their rate, from 
the righteous Judge, their honour before ſaints and 
angels, and the increaſe of that far more exceeding 
and eternal weght of glory. | 

Bit will their evil deeds too (fince if we take 
in his whole life, there 2s not à man upon eart/: that 
liveth and finneth, not) will theſe be rcmem- 
bered in that day, and mentioned in the great con- 
gregation? Many believe they will not, and ak 
% Would not this imply, that their ſufferings were 
not at an end. even when life was ended? Seeing 
they would ſtill have ſorrow, and ſhame and con- 
fafion of face to <ndure p' They alk farther, How 
can this be reconciled with God's declaration by 
the prophet.“ I/ the wicked will turn from all 
fens that he hath committed, and keep all my ftatutts 
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14 do that rohich is lawful and right ; all his trauſ- 


y in. «ious that he hath committed, they fh not be once 
etite, Mentioned wnto him, How 1s it conſiſtent with the 
rious Whromile which God has made, to all who accept 
1 dif. the goſpel-covenant, * 4 will forgive (heir ini- 
cha- Nies, and remember their fin no more? Or as the 


y and 
un-. 
n, or 


poltle expreſſes it, t [ will be merciful to their un- 
hteouſneſs, and their fins and iniguities will 1 
remember no more ? 4 

10, It may be anſwered, it is apparently and ab- 


hand, Mlutely neceſſary, for the full diſplay of · the glory 


aH God, for the clear and perfect manifeſtation of 
[ wa; is wildom, juſtice, power, and mercy toward the 
lothed WWicirs of ſalvation, that all the circumſtances of 
upon {Wſtheir life ſhould be placed in open view, together 
gels: Nich all their tempers, and all the deſires, thoughts 
deed, nd intents of their hearts, Otherwiſe how would 
Al appear out of what a depth of fin and miſery the 


their Nrace of God hath delivered them? And, indeed, 


zered; the whole lives of all the children of men were 
e un- {ſnot manifeſtly diſcovered, the whole amazing con- 
noted WMicxture of divine Providence could not be mani- 
ſe, for cited ; nor ſhould we yet be able in a thouſand 
good Wlinſtances, 

from 


's and To “ juſtify the ways of God to man,” 

eeding | 

'nleſs our Lord's words were fulfilled in their ut- 
oſt ſenſe, without any reſtriction or limitation, 
Here is nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed, 
id that ſhall not be known, abundance of God's 
lilpenſations under the ſun would ſtil] appear with- 
ut their reaſons, And then only when God hath 


brought to light all the hidden things of darkneſs, 


» take 
I that 
mem- 
t £ONs 
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zeeing Wivholocver were the actors therein, will it be 
con- en that wiſe and good were all his ways: that 
How he faw through the thick cloud, and governed all 
on by Wib.ng5 by the wile counſel of his own wille that 


2ll his nothing was leſt to the chance or the caprice of 
atults 
Jer. xxxi. 34. + Heb, viii. 12, f Matt. x. 26. 


men, 


5 
men, but God diſpoſed all {rongly and ſweetly, wy 


wrought all into one connected chain of juſticy 
mercy, and truth, | 
11. And in the diſcovery of the divine perſes 
tions, the righteous will rejoice with joy unſpeak. 
able; far from feeling any painful ſorrow or ſhang 


nd truth « 
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all drank « 
zt Hand 


for any of thoſe paſt tranſgreſſions, which wen ſhort 
long fince blotted out as a cloud, waſhed away hy tho is Cau, 
the blood of the Lamb. It will be abundanily t ooncep 
ſafficient for them, that all the tranſgreſſiont wi" exprels 
they had committed, /aall not be once mentioned unit" poſuble | 
them, to their diladvantage; that Heir fins and lhe wiel 
tranſgreſſious and iuiguities all be remembered er all th 
more, to their condemnation. This is the pl = 2 
meaning of the promiſe: and this all the children tae Lord, 
of God ſhall find true, to their everlaſting comfort tl be caff 
12. After the righteous are judged, the King will”: origi: 
turn to them upon his left hand, and they ſhal pets „ wl 
alſo be judged, every man according ta his works guiſh and 
But.not only their out ward works will be brought nd; ther 
into the account, but all the evil words which se, rage 
they have ever ſpoken; yea, all the evil delireif*"- The 
affections, tempers, which have or have had, a pla ſmoke 9 
: in their ſouls, and all the evil thoughts or deſignyiﬀſ””- For e, 
which were ever cheriſhed in their hearts. T. 
joyful ſentence of acquittal will then be pf Then! 
nounced upon thoſe on the right hand: the dread-if"' me nt ſe 
ful ſentence of condemnation upon thoſe on the le will / 
both of which muſt remain fixt and unmoveable ali e con, 
the throne of God. n. The 
III. 1. We may, in the third place, conſider MC loſed 
few of the circumſtances which will follow the Cod, he 
general judgment. And the firſt is the execution'* whote | 
of the ſentence pronounced on the evil and on the raging e 
good. Theſe H go away into eternal puntſamenh Moyed, a 
and the righteous into life eternal. It ſhould bers. By 
obſerved, it is the very ſame word which is ule fe 47e ther 
both in the former and latter clauſe: it follows "+ of nat 
that either the puniſhment laſts for ever, or ee defied t 
reward too will come to an end. No, nevel]}"*ny thou 
unleſs God could come to an end, or his merci. How 


and 
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* nd truth could fail. Then Hall the righteons Hine 
th as the fun, in the hingdom of their Father, and 


— all drin thoſe rivers of pleaſure which are at God's 
um hand for ever more. But here all deſcription 
wens mort; all human language fails! Only one 
bois caught up info the third heaven, can have a 


t conception of it, But even ſuch a one can- 
ot expreſs what he hath feen: thele things it is 
t poſſueble for man to utter. 

1he wicked, mean time, ſhall be turned into hill, 
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*. ven all the people that forget Cod. They will be 
plan ed with everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence 
lane Lord, and from the glory of his power, They 
mlon ill de ca into the lake of fire burning with brim- 
g vil originally prepared for the devil and his 
„ where they will praw their tongues for 
ore euiſh and pain, they will curfe God and look up- 
: ought nd; there the dogs of hell, pride, malice, re- 
whick|ME"ge, rage, horror, deſpair, continually devour 
fire ſe". here they have no reſt, day or myht, but 
a plac t ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth for ever and 
lefg for tlieir worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
eg 4-7. 3%, | | 
> po 2, Then the heavens ſhall be fhriveled up as a 
dread ent ſcroll, aud paſs away with a great noiſe > 
he lee will ee“ from the face of him that fitteth 
able e throne, and there will be found no place *for 


n. The very manner of their paſſing away 


aſider Mſcloſed to us by the Apoſtle Peter + In the day 
»w the bod, the heavens being on fare, fhall be diſſolved. 
»cutionMW'* whole beautiful fabric will be overthrown by 
on tet raging element, the connection of all its parts 
merh toyed, and every atom torn aſunder from the 
ald bers. By the ſame, the f earth alſo and the works 


are therein ſhall be burns. up. The enormous 
rs of nature, the everlaſting hills, mountains that 
e defied the rage of time, and ſtood unmoved 


is ulech 
follows, 
or the 


neveilaany thouſand years, will fink down in fiery 
mercy. How much lels will the works of art, 
| 
an! 


"Rev xx. 11. + 2 Pet. 1. 12. } Ibid v. 10. 
though 
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though of the molt durable kind, the utmoſt eſo ready pre 


of human induſtry, tombs, pillars, triumphal arche of the I 
pyramids, be able to withſtand the flaming Cofſioned by 
queror. All, all will die, periſh, vaniſh away, arts of t. 
2 dream when one awaketh! arth, in 


3. It has indeed been imagined by ſome gui thouſand 


and good men, that as it requires that ſame Almigi ho doe: 
Power, to annihilate things as to create, to ſpei eonſequet 
into nothing, or out of nothing: ſo no part of "cthereal | 
atom in the univerſe, will be totally or finally &ſWwhich git 
ſtroyed. Rather, they ſuppole, that as the leMLord of 1 
operation of fire, which we have yet been abley Or, to ge 
obſerve, is to reduce into glaſs, what by a ſma knows w! 
ſorce it had 1educed to aſhes: ſo in the day Ga age tO age 
hath ordained, the whole earth, if not the mater Atna, Hi 
heavens alſo, will undergo this change, after whicithat belch 
the fire can have no farther power over then they, but 
And they believe this is intimated by that enffery furn 
reſſion in the Revelation made to St. John“, N eridences 
the throne there was a fea of glaſs, likes unto cho fulfil hi 
We cannot now either affirm or deny this: bMmore than 
we ſhall know hereafter, that ſurro 
4. If it be enquired by the ſcoffers, the minui({as a tho 
philoſophers, how can theſe things be? When poſſibility 
ſhould come ſuch an immenſe quantity of f bodies are 
as would conſume the heavens, and the whoahout us. 
terraqueous globe ? We would beg leave, firlt viſible ev. 
remind them that this difficulty is not peculiarl thereby t] 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem. The ſame opinion alnq matter, w 
univerſally obtained among the unbigotted heathenWNeeds the; 


So one of thoſe celebrated free-thinkers ſpeaiMlooſe that 
according to the generally received ſentiment; agent is n. 


. . Ss: 6 . ey 

Eſſe quoque in ſatis reminiſcitur, affore tempuſff, als 8 
Quo mare, quo tellus, correptaque regia cc on * e 

Ardeat, & mundi moles operoſa laboret. , The 

. re 


But, ſecondly, it is eaſy to anſwer, even from o follou th, 
{light and ſuperficial acquaintance with natuconhiderati 
things, that there are abundant magazines of | cording to / 


* Chap, iv. 6, 


read 


0 


eſſonl ready prepared, and treaſured up againſt the day 
ache f the Lord. How ſoon may a comet, commiſ- 
Co boned by him, travel down from the moſt diſtant 


parts of the univerſe? And were it to fix upon the 
arth, in its return from the ſun, when it is ſome 
houſland times hotter than a red-hot cannon-ball, 
ho does not ſee what muſt be the immediate 


o ſpeaMiconſequence ? But, not to aſcend ſo high as the 
ob thereal heavens, might not the ſame lightnings 
ally vhich give faine to the world, if commanded by the 
the Lord of nature, give ruin and utter deſtruction? 
able Or, to go no farther than the globe itſelf : who 


knows what huge reſervoirs of liquid fire are from 
age to age contained in the bowels of the earth ? 
Etna, Hecla, Veſumus, and all the other Volcanos 
that belch out flames and coals of fire, what are 
they, but ſo many proofs and mouths of thole 


hat enfWſhery furnaces ? And at the ſame time ſo many 
„ Bei geridences, that God hath in readineſs wherewith 
che fulfil his word, Yea, were we to oblerve no 
is: more than the ſurface of the earth, and the things 


that ſurround us on every fide, it is moſt certain 
as a thouſand experiments prove, beyond all 
poſſibility of denial) that we ourſelves, our whole 
bodies are full of fire, as well as every thing round 
about us, Is it not eaſy, to make this ethereal fire 
viſible even to the naked eye? And to produce 
thereby the very ſame effects on combuſtible 
matter, which are produced by culinary fire ? 
Needs there then any more, than for God to un- 
looſe that ſecret chain, whereby this irreſiſtible 
agent is now bound down, and lies quieſcent in 
every particle of matter? And how ſoon would 
it tear the univerfal frame in pieces, and involve 
all in one common ruin? 

5. There is one circumſtance more which will 
follow the Judgment, that deſerves our ſerious 
confideration, * JWe look, ſays the Apoſtle, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, for new heavens and a new 


Chap. v. 1g, 
B earth, 


16 


earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, The promiſe 

of” Jaiah, || Behold I creats 
new heavens and a new earth, And the former jul 
not be remembered ſo great ſhall the glory of the 


ſtands in the propheſy 


latter be, Theſe St, Fohn did behold in the viſion 


of God. I/,“ ſaith he, a new heaven and a ney 
earth, for the firſt heaven and the firſt earth wen 
paſſed away. And only righteouſneſs dwelt therein, 


Accordingly he adds, + and J heard a great voi 


From the third heaven, ſaying, behold the tabernach 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, an] 
they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf all be with 
them and be their God, Of neceſſity therefore they 


wall all be happy: + God fhall wipe away all ter 
From their eyes, and there ſhall be no more death 
neither ſorrow, nor crying ; neither ſhall there be an 
more pain. F There ſhall be no more curſe ; but tht 
ſhall fee his face, ſhall have the neareſt accels to 


and thence the higheſt reſemblance of him, Thi 


is the ſtrongeſt expreſſion in the language of ſcri 


ture, to denote the moſt perfect happineſs. A 
his name ſhall be on their 33 They ſhall be 


openly acknowledged as God's own prope 
and his glorious nature ſhall moſt viſi 


they need no candle, neither the light of the ſun: 


for the Lord God giveth them light, and they fal 


retgn for ever and ever. 


IV. It remains only, to apply the preceding 


conſiderations to all who are here before God 


In human' courts, it is poſſible ſome who are 


guilty, may eſcape for want of evidence 
But there is no want of evidence in that court 
All men with whom you had the moſt ſectt 
intercourſe, who were privy to all your delign 
and actions are ready before your face, So alt 
all the ſpirits of darkneſs, who inlpired ev! 
defigns, and aſſiſted in the execution of them. 8 


are all the angels of God, thoſe eyes of the Lord, thi 


Chap. Ixv. 17. * Rev. xx. 1. 1 v. g. I v. 4. ec. xx. 3 


Ty! 


ly ſhine 
forth in them. And there ſhall be no night there, and 
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run to and fro over all the earth, who watched over 
your ſoul, and laboured, for your good, ſo ſar as 
you would permit, So is your own conſcience, a 
thouſand witneſſes in one, now no more capable 
of bei her blinded or filenced, but conſtrained 
to know and to ſpeak the naked truth, touching all 
your thoughts and words and actions. And is 
conſcience asa thouſand witneſſes? yea, but God is 
233 a thouſand conſciences! O who can ſtand be- 
fore the face of the great God, even our Saviour, Jeſus 
Chayft ! | 

4 ſee! He cometh ! He mgketh the clouds his 
chariots! He rideth upon the wings of the wind! 
A devouring fire goeth before him, and after him a 
lame burneth ! See, he ſitteth upon his throne, 
clothed with light as with a garment, arrayed, 
with majeſty and honour! Behold his eyes are 
as a flame of fire, his voice as the ſound of many 
waters! , 

How will ye eſcape? Will ye call to the moun- 
tains to fall on you, thg rocks to cover you? Alas, 
the mountains themſelve@ the rocks, the earth, the 
heavens are juſt ready flee away! Can ye pre- 
vent the ſentence ? wMrewith? With all the ſub- 
tance of hy houſe, Arth thouſands of gold and 
ilver? Blind wretch! Thou cameſt naked from thy Din 
mother's womb, and ſhalt go naked into eternity, 


Hear the Lord, the Jygge; Cue ye bleed of my 
kar the [4c breparil for. you n. 
the foundation of t Joyful ſound! How 

widely. different from that goice, which echoes 

taro' the expanſe of heaven, Depart, ye curſed into 

werlaſ'ing fire, prepared for the devil and his angels ! 

and who is he, that can prevent or retard the full 

execution of either ſentence? Vain hope! Lo, 

Hell is mcved from beneath, to receive thoſe who 

are rip deſtruction! And the cverlaſting doors 

Mt iþ ds, that the heirs of glory may come 

in! 

What manner of perſons then ought we to be, in 

all ty converſation and godlineſs ? We know it 

cannot 


give account of his own works, Wherefore belg 
{ſeeing ye look for theſe things, ſeeing 1c et 
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cannot be long, before the Lord will deſcend with 
the voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God; 
when every one of us call aÞpear before him, and 


will come and will not tarry, be giligent tNat ye may 
be found of him in peace wwithoug ſpot and blameleſy 
Why ſhould ye not? Why ſhould one of you be 
found, on the left hand, at his appearing? Hg 
willeth not that any ſhould periſi, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance; by repentance to ce 
a bleeding Lord; by faith to ſpotleſs love, to the 
full image of God renewed in the heart, and pro, 
ducing all holineſs of converſation, Can you 
doubt of this, when you remember, the Judge of 
all, is likewiſe the Saviour of all? Hath he not 
bought you with his own blood, that ye might nd 
periſſi, but have everlaſting life? O make proof of hi 
mercy rather than his juſtice! Of his love rathe 
than the thunder of his wer! He is not far from 
every one of us and he is nw come, not to condemn 
but to ſave the world, Mg ſtandeth in the midi} 
Sinner, doth he not no ven now knock at the 
door of thy heart? O th chou mayeſt know, al 
leaſt in this thy day, the ings that belong und 
thy peace! O that ye may now give yourſelves 
him who gave himſelf for you, in humble faith, mn 


holy, active, patient love {ſo ſhalf"ye rejoice with 
xceeding joy in his da ometh in tl 
clouds of Heaven. | 


